Free Download Compilation Review - All India Radio – Once A Day
               Available from Martin Kennedy’s web site, not yet familiar with his discography / repertoire though tempted enough by ‘Unseen Music Unheard Words’ to pursue an interest, I’m presuming this material represents a cross section of unreleased songs, alternate versions and rare material from across his range of ‘All India Radio’ releases. 

      ‘Evening Star (Early Mix)’ – The blending of traditional synth drones and pads with the ‘live’ organic electric guitar, bass and drum sounds set this apart from other ambient soundscapes.

‘Permanent Revolutions (2010 Mix)’ Again shows how effectively integrated the guitar can be within this soundscape featuring some evocative eastern style strings.
‘Fragile’, If you enjoyed the music side of ‘Unseen Music Unheard Words’, you’d like this material here, variations of the type that resulted in the superb album.

‘Close (Instrumental)’ Is again familiar in style to anyone who has heard the K & K album. Achieving some really nice textures as electric and acoustic guitars, bass and synth strings are joined by backing vocals over a low tempo drum beat.
‘Bollywood Nights (Echo beach Version)’ Achieves an effective blend of upfront rhythm track with guitars coming from distance to the fore. 
‘Mexicola (Demo)’ Finds some atmosphere at a mid tempo .

‘The Final Frontier’ With effective echoed voices in the background and an eerie distant feel throughout.

‘Open Sky Experiment (ST-244 Remix)’ Sees a single idea looped with subtle variables in the backdrop.

‘Silk’ with Jazzy drums, tinkling piano and echo drenched guitars, is an interesting blend of being blissfully relaxing yet rhythmically urgent at the same time.

‘Lucky (Video Edit)’ With a weaving string melody bringing a gorgeous new texture, the track continues evolving with a lush blend of sharp up-front and some more distant echoed sounds.
‘Holy Cowboys (2002 Version)’ Is much more substantial sounding than most. Evolves into something that would not sound out of place on Steve’s ‘Unearthed’ album, a little close to ‘Pretty Ugly Pretty Sad’ [erhaps.
‘Far Away (Radio Edit)’ With female vocals, is an interesting opportunity to hear his music coupled with vocals from someone other than Steve.

’10-58 (Rough Mix)’ Is a calm lengthy loop of guitar melody backed with bass, drums, organ and a crisp acoustic strum.

‘Tijuan Dream (Demo)’ At first feels like a more simplistic, less densely layered work in progress, yet it’s still capable of generating some considerable atmosphere.

‘Untitled 2003 (Demo 1)’ A worthwhile salvage – Anyone with vaguely titled demo’s like this floating around is worthy of our time and attention.

‘Piano And Ambience’ Does exactly what it says on the tin.

In all a generous and varied collection that gels into a single body of work and certainly tempts you to explore further. The ‘Version’ and ‘Mix’ titles don’t mean anything too far detached from the rest of the material, no dance mixes present thankfully, just interesting presentations of the variables within the songs.

