DVD Review  Steve Kilbey & Martin Kennedy  Live At The Toff Inn In Town
1 Hour 7 Minutes

Recorded September 10th 2009 INV 012 201

Steve Kilbey – Vocals

Martin Kennedy – Guitars And Samples

Michael Evans-Barker – Drums & Percussion

Graham Lee – Pedal Steel Guitar

Simon Polinski – Live Sound

Filmed & edited by Ritchie Kisielnicki

Audio Mix by Martin Kennedy

With most collaborations you’ll get the rumour, then the anticipation then the album release and then little else in terms of follow up or active promotion. Jack Frost did go out and play live and there were singles released and promo videos made but generally in more recent times there would be a release date that comes and goes then that’s it for that project, at least for a couple of years.

        The Kilbey / Kennedy project, despite its quiet start (the initial release of the album was very low key) is gaining momentum with work already begun on a second album, a fans remix competition, promo videos made for several of the tracks and ‘Making Of The Album’ video clips on-line. If the singles market wasn’t in such a state then who knows, we’d be looking at 2 or 3 at least. Of all the albums to take out and play live this wasn’t particularly an obvious one, particularly as however strong the end result the theme of the duo’s isolated contributions suggested anything but a shared stage. However if you listen again it’s more organic than it initially seems with lots of telling guitar melodies dominating the musical theme and some live drumming. By coming out and playing the album firstly it gives us a chance to meet up close Martin Kennedy and see the chemistry between the two of them. 
                      Things aren’t quite as you’d expect, Steve apart from during one of the encores is guitar / bass / keyboard-less with his sole role being to project those expressive incredibly strong set of vocal melodies whilst Kennedy calm and composed plays the guitar parts. Drums and percussion are played live by Michael Evans-Barker whilst Graham Lee contributes Pedal Steel Guitar to several songs. Simon Polinski is responsible for ‘Live Sound’ and between him and Kennedy’s samples the rest of the familiar album content is present, importantly without it sounding like three guys following backing tapes. Seeing Steve without an instrument may seem strange at first but remembering “All I Know” from The Church’s tours he takes the opportunity to express with his hands and movement whilst sonically there’s his preferred scenario of an opportunity to hear himself clearly and know that soft parts won’t be lost and harsh parts don’t have to be shouted.
Then there’s the presentation, hands up if you thought the cover shots were someone’s photo shop cut and paste onto a picture of people who really play dressed like that. And the venue, intimate, seated, cosy, warm, a receptive audience perhaps a little slow to applaud but in their defence I think you’d find yourself so blissfully detached and into the song you’d need prompting that they had actually ended and can now come down from the ceiling and re-enter your body. And none of them talking at the top of their voice about the band they saw here last week or shouting “S-T-A-R-F-E-E-E-E-S-H” between every song.
          The audio track has sublime clarity, the blend of live and sampled audio is smooth with Steve able to project comfortably the vocal melodies with great character. There’s dynamic depth which you’ll feel after the opening verse of opener ‘Eyes Ahead’. Kennedy’s guitar often minimal and subtle but always effective. We learn little more about him though or his chemistry with Steve. The songs are performed so closely to their recorded versions that it’s generally unlikely that you’ll be revising their pecking order, although you give each one further merit on realising how well they work in an environment such as this. So no new favourites, just plenty of re-enforced old ones. Having said that there are moments that stand out such as towards the end of ‘Friends Are Gone’ where things get extremely texturally rich.  
       Steve is heard to say “This is the tricky one, isn’t it” to Martin before ‘Another Place’ presumably meaning the steep key change towards the end. The phrase ‘nothing ventured, nothing gained’ proves true as the dramatic shift adds plenty to an already fine song. Elsewhere it all seems to come effortlessly as warmth is projected in each and every strong melody.

The album is played in its entirety in its track running order with encores of ‘The Demo’ – a preview from the next album, the Church’s ‘Under The Milky Way’ performed  down-tempo in the Kilbey / Kennedy style and Jack Frost’s ‘Providence’ at traditional tempo with effective pedal steel and electric guitar additions to Steve’s acoustic.
     Visually it’s as interesting as it can be with multiple camera angles switched and faded with knowledgeable intelligence, not too much fast edit, a well lit stage and views of the audience and venue. Picture quality was not perfect through my set up but generally OK.
Glad it happened, glad this exists and as envious as anything of the audience, which all combines to create a surreal-ness – as Steve’s ability to surprise with what he’ll do next almost excel’s itself.

