Remy Zero – Villa Elaine (1998)
The second album by Jeffrey Cain’s band.

Several tracks from the album found their way onto film soundtracks, “Fair” was used in “Garden State” and “Fan Boys”, “Prophecy” in “She’s All That” and “The Last Kiss” whilst “Gramarye” appeared in “Stigmata”. 

Opening the album, “Hermes Bird” has an immediately welcoming sound, melodic with nice textures and a hard enough edge to let you know there’s a band in the room. “Prophecy”, released as a single, is even more immediate, combining a flowing suppleness with a tightness and hard edge.

“Life In Rain” Is a calmer more reflective song, light atmospheric guitar based with subtle interjections of additional guitars, vocal harmonies and atmospherics. “Hollow” develops at a mid tempo building up to the heavier choruses before launching into a new direction mid way through as the tempo and intensity suddenly increases. The intensity continues to build to an epic finish.
“Problem”, a lively high-tempo track retaining a brightness and clarity despite the tempo.

“Whither Vulcan” A more dreamy, relaxed sound, with further effective use of vocal harmonies on a warmly progressing acoustic driven track. “Gramarye”, released as a single, without being overly direct or urgent the hook is really the vocal melody on a song which is part way between the calmer and heavier tracks.

On “Yellow Light” a piercing guitar riff leads the direction whilst the band demonstrate some bright dynamic shifts and a fluidity to slip between the dynamic levels at apparent ease on an intense and attention fixing track. “Motorcycle” is melodic and supple yet with a hard edge. Organ and piano bring further drive joining the powerful drum track.
“Fair”, a gentler mid-tempo track lead by acoustic guitar before the full band kick in and bring additional warmth and muscle however it remains the strength of the vocal melody and returning accompanying jangling guitar harmony that are key in the songs impact. 
“Goodbye Little World”, a fitting closer, with a fun spirited backing in contradiction to the subject, delivered with a looser feel and an ideal way to end the album.......were it not for the hidden surprise, an atmospheric instrumental lead by acoustic guitar.
