Remy Zero – Remy Zero (1996)
The debut album by Jeffrey Cain’s band.

Opener “Tenemos (Here come the shakes)” is a raw, in your face, explosion of energy. “Descent” has raw edges to it but at a gentler pace the reflective side of the bands sound is more prevalent. It’s that blend of the two elements which give the band distinction, the precise blend varies from song to song, album to album but importantly they are able to sound atmospheric and warm yet never coasting an a flat plain, able to slip gears with ease to intensify or simmer down.

“Water” is calmer still, the gentle open spaced verses punctuated by busier choruses. “Gold Star Speaker” is another prime example of the dynamic shifting suppleness of the band. Ending with a calm piano and vocal part, contrasting the fiery drum attack of the chorus. “Twister” essentially acoustic guitar lead with gentle melodic accompaniment leaving the vocal as the focal point.

“Chloroform Days”, as if the calmed restraint shown on “Twister” has lead to pent up adrenalin the hook of the song, following softer verses is the explosive instrumental riffing of the “chorus” parts.
“Shadowcasting” opens with vocal and acoustic guitar quickly fleshing out with additional textures of guitar and bass and developing into a song with melodic verses and a harsher stinging chorus attack. The song ends with an atmospheric diversion, almost an interlude track of its own.

“Queen Of Venus” rumbles along at a gentle pace with a curious charm to it before opening out into a flurry of electric guitar on a short but concisely rounded song.

“Chromosome” beginning with a calming atmosphere and stretching out into a fiercely projected chorus, the impressively seamless glide between the two contrasting intensities is the enabling factor in the bands overall sound, it’s something they achieve so well and as such it serves and shapes the material so well. 

“Christmas” is gentle and atmospheric, an ideal album closing wind down. Melodic with an exposed vocal showing another side of the bands presentation.
