Marty Willson-Piper at Brass Monkey bar, Cronulla, Sydney 24/10/04

When we first arrived, Marty was sat at table, eating/drinking with 2 female friends, who it turned out were part of his "band", piano and cello player, joining in on several songs. I went to chat with him, about new Church album, The Saints, All About Eve, bought his "In Reflection" CD, which he kindly signed for me, also asked if he would play "Forever", which he said he generally doesn't play in Australia, so I said how about "Luscious Ghost", and he said OK.

He started the gig with a handstand, and then reading poetry, and telling the small audience to make sure they listen to him! After about 20 minutes, he asked 3 guys at the back to stop talking, and if they wouldn't, he would stop. He asked for the house music to be put on whilst they decided, and we had a 15/20 minute break, during which the 3 men left. Marty had also been talking about all sorts of subjects - Aria awards, John Lennon's killer, abortion laws in US, how crap AC/DC were (that wound up the audience) etc...

Later on a lady asked him to read some poetry from a book she had bought along, which he did. Not long after, the fireworks started. This same lady said something to which Marty replied "Don't you ever talk about my girls like that"..."What did I say" ..."Doesn't matter, don't ever say that.." We then had a 5 minute slanging match, the lady and her (female) friend screaming abuse at Marty, ending with "I'll bring my husband back, and he will kill you"....Marty resumed playing, the 2 ladies stood at the bottom of the stairs, still swearing/abusing, and        eventually left.   Wow!!!

Towards the end, by which time only about 20 people there, Marty said "And there's a guy come all the way from England, he must be wondering what he's doing here!" I said, it's fine! And then......he played "Forever"....need I say more??????

Carl
